.
-Thomas Kennedy,
Although Calvert was a nobleman, the first Lord Baltimore had been persecuted as a Catholic.
Calvert intended his colony to be a refuge for his fellow faithful, but he was also a man ofpeaceful as pirations, determined to make his stewardship neutral toward religion.When the first colonists landed on the shores ofthe southern Chesapeake at what was to become St. Mary's City, they purposefully set out to build a chapel and a state house on opposite ends ofthe town, thereby symbolizing the then-totally new concept ofseparating church and state. . Calvert carefully instructed his hand-picked gov ernor not to offend the surrounding Protestant majority. Masses were to be celebrated in private; non-Catholics were to be treated "with as much mildness and favor as Justice will permit:' , In 1649, Calvert promulgated an "Act Concern ing Religion" in his, General Assembly under which no form ofChristianity was to be exalted over any other.The bill was hailed broadly as a beacon of religious liberty, and became known as the "Act of Toleration," an irony not immediately understood because it placed Catholics on an equal footing with Protestants. But anyone who would "blaspheme God ... or deny our Savior Jesus Christ to be the son of God, or shall deny the HolyTrinity ... shall be pun ished with death and confiscation or forfeiture ofall his or her lands and goods to the Lord Proprietary . • zt twt ye children qfIsrael; though cast down, ye shall never be destroyed, persecuted, ye never be utterlyforsaken; the hour qfyour deliverance approaches; and he who led your _athers through the wilderness .. ~ · will ere long restore you to the promised land.
-Thomas Kennedy, Annapolis, 1818 . m.ernoon in late : ~3 years ago this
Although Calvert was a nobleman, the firstLord Baltimore had been persecuted as a Catholic. Calvert intended his colony to be a refuge for his fellow faithful, but he was also a man ofpeaceful as pirations, determined to make his stewardship neutral toward religion.When the first colonists landed on the ~hores of the southern Chesapeake at what was to become St. Mary's City, they purposefully set out to build a chapel and a state house on opposite ends of the town, thereby symbolizing the then-totally new concept ofseparating church and state.
.. Calvert carefully instructed his hand-picked gov ernor not to offend the surrounding Protestant majority Masses were to be celebrated in private; . non-Catholics were to be treated "with as much mildness and favor as Justice will permit." In 1649, Calvert promulgated an "Act Concern:" ing Religion" in his General Assembly under which no form ofChristianity was to be exalted over· any other.The bill was hailed broadly as a beacon of religious liberty, and became known as the " Act of Toleration," an irony not immediately understood because it placed Catholics on an equal footing with Protestants. But anyone who would "blaspheme God ... or deny our Savior Jesus Christ to be the son of Goel or shall deny the HolyTrinity ... shall be pun ished with death and confiscation orforfeiture ofall his or her lands and goods to the Lord Proprietary · and his heirs."
As it happe?-ed, oile ofthe first people tried under the Act ofToleration -in 1658, exactly 350 years ago -was a Jewish physician who came to the New World in search ofa place that would allow him to practice his faith more freely.
tim es.com l I , Jacob Lumbrozo had sailed to the colony from POrfugal two years earlier. In Lisbon, he had lived as a Christian; Maryland, he thought, would provide a more congenial atmosphere. But a short time after his. arrival, Lumbrozo found himself in a pub debating religion with a proselytizing Quaker namep Josiah Coale.
Witnesses testified that when Coale asked, "Who was crucified at Jerusalem?" Lumbrozo r~plied, "A man."And how did ~man perform his mira cles? "By the art ofmagic." And the resurrection? Lumbrozo speculated that disciples probably stole the corpse. Lumbrozo was formally charged with committing blasphemy.
At the ensuing trial, another witness accused him ofcalling Jesus a "n~cromancer," to which, according to the court's transcript notes, "Lumbrozo answered nothing but laughed." He was summarily convicted.
Perhaps it was a divine act that spared Lumbrozo the death penalty, for just then, the governor of Maryland, celebrating the accession of Oliver Cromwell as Lord Protector ofEngland, issued a pardon to all who "stood indicted, convicted or condenmed to die."
The case against Lumbrozo was dropped. Although the penalties for blasphemy were later modified (a tongue-boring for the first offense, a branded "B" on the forehead for the second, death for the third), n6 other Jews were charged with blasphemy after Lumbrozo, and indeed no Mary lander ofany religion was ever put to death for the crime.
But it took almost 200 years after the fOU!1ding ofMaryland as a haven from religious persecution before Jews would achieve their full civil liberties.
'Same Footing'
In 1776, Marylandadopted its first constitution, which provided that "no other test or qualification ought to be required, on admission to :my office of mIst or profit, than such oath ofsupport artd fidelity to this State, and such oath of office, as shall be directed by this Convention or the Legislature of this State, and a declaration of a belief in the C hristian religion."
More than 20 years passed before that restriction was challenged. In 1797, a petition signed by Solomon Etting and others was presented to the General _ -\ssembly at Annapolis. Etting had fought in the evolution and was in public life in Pennsylvania efore moving to Baltimore. . The sponsors averred that they were "a sect of people called Jews, and thereby deprived of many of the valuable rights ofcitizenship, and pray to be placed upon the sa1I!e footing with other good citizens."
The petition was referred to a committee, which on the same day reported that although the request was "reasonable;' it involved a constitutional question ofsuch considerable importance that it would be inappropriate to submit to the House "at this advanced stage of the session."This summary disposition of . the matter put it to rest for the next five years.
In November 1802, another petition, this one specifically stating that Jews were" deprived of holding any office ofprofit and trust under the constitution and laws of this state;' was sent to the General Assembly. A month later, it was rejected by a vote of38-17. Similar bills were introduced the following two years; both likewise failed.
In 1803, the six sons and widow ofIsraelJ. Cohen, who had been a magistrate and member of the city council in Richmond, moved to Baltimore.The eldest son became a successful businessman and banker, in the process cultivating relationships with important public figures of the time. But Jacob Cohen chafed under the political restrictions that dishonored his fellow Jewish citizens, especially those who had fought in the defense ofBaltimore during the War of 1812.
His religion barred him from accepting a captaincy in the local militia, as it had his friend Solomon Etting's son from gaining admission to the Maryland bar.
Beginning in 1816, Cohen pressed for a remedy to this inequity. The so-called 'Jew Bill" became a . controversial issue in Maryland politics, and attract ed attention in other parts of the country as well. The sponsors averred that they were "a sect of people called Jews, and thereby deprived of many of the valuable rights ofcitizenship, and pray to be placed upon the same footing with other good citizens."
The petition was referred to a committee, which on the same day reported that although the request was "reasonable;' it involved a constitutional question ofsuch considerable importance that it would be inappropriate to submit to the House "at this advanced stage of the session."This summary disposition of the matter put it to rest for the next five years .
In November 1802, another petition, this-one specifically stating that Jews were "deprived of holding any office ofprofit and trust under the . constitution and laws of this state," was sent to the General Assembly. A month later, it was rejected by a vote of38-17. Similar bills were introduced the following two years; both likewise failed. In 1803, the six sons and widow ofIsrael]. Cohen, who had been a m agistrate and member of the city council in Richmond, moved to Baltimore. The eldest son became a successful businessman and banker, in the process cultivating relationships with important public figures of the time. ButJacob Cohen chafed under the political restrictions that dishonOred his fellow Jevvish citizens, especially those who had fought in the defense ofBaltimore during the War of 1812.
His religion barred him from accepting a captaincy in the local militia, as ithad his friend Solomon Etting's son from gaining admission to the Maryland bar.
Beginning in 1816, Cohen pressed for a remedy to this inequity. The so-called ' Jew Bill" became a controversial issue in Maryland politics, and attract ed attention iri other parts of the country as well..
The popular press -from the Natchez (Miss.) Inde pendent to the Sheperdstown (Uz.) Eagle to the New York NationalAdvocate -all denounced Maryland's discriminatory policy toward Jews.
In 1818, three ofthe Founding Fathers themselves -Thomas Jefferson,John Quincy Adams and James Madison -all pehned letters recognizing religious equality·and decrying its denial to the Jews ofMary land.The national press followed the lead of Niles' lM?ekly Register, a Baltimore-based news magazine that was the most influential and widely quoted periodical ofthe time, whose editor, Hezekiah Niles, had always been outspoken in his defense ofthe Jews.
-A few non-Jewish Maryland legislators were bothered by the inequity, among them Thomas Brackenridge, E . S.Thomas, General Winder, Col. Although there were few Jews in the United States and very few in Maryland, he said, "If there was only one -to that one, we ought to do justice."
Thus, it came to pass that on Jan-20, 1819, the gentleman from Hagerstown -proposing to amend . the state's Constitution with "an act to extend to the sect ofpeople professing the Jewish religion the same rights and privileges that are enjoyed by Christians" -rose to speak before the,House ofDelegates:
, . 
Turning Tide·
The controversy continued over "Kennedy's Jew . Baby," as the bill had come to be called. -Opponents argued that Kennedy's propos:U would . permit even atheists to hold public office, and as . such was far too liberal. It was not limited to Wash ington County: ill the general election o£1823, out of 40 members who had voted in favor of the bill, only 16 were returned to the next assembly.
Even while out ofoffice, Kennedy declared his intention to continue the fight: "Although exiled at . home, I shall continue to battle for the measure, aye, until my last drop ofblood." By 1824,public and press opinion had now moved in favor of the measure in Baltimore, where most of the state's Jewish population resided, and even ifthe House ofDelegates the bill by a bare majority, 26-2: choosing to be absent.
When the 'Jew Bill" had at 1 Hezekiah Niles informed readeJ
Register about "the politicallibe held in servitude for CONSCII late disgraceful part of our couse JEWS ARE FREE MEN."
The new law ptovided that ,. state professing the Jewish religi appointed to any office ofprofi dition to the required oaths, declaration of his belief in a fu and pumshrtients instead of the required by the government ofi requirement was dropped in 1
OnJan. 5, 1826, an enabling s (by a vote of 45-32) that effec . clauses in the state constitution r holders to be Christians. In Oct Solomon Etting and Jacob 1. C 9 to the Baltimore City Council, • Thomas Kennedy'S opponenton the "Christian· was Benjamin Galloway, who attacked him as a"Jude "one half Jew a.nd the other half not a Christiar "an enemy of Christianity:' the tide had begun to turn on the state level as well. . Del. JohnVan Lear McMahon, in particular,joined the cause, delivering a powerful speech offive hours' length in support ofthe bill . . A year later, Kennedy ran for the House of Delegates again, this time as an independent, and was elected. His first order ofbusiness was to intro .. duce another bill on behalfof the Jews. This time, the result was different.
On Saturday, Feb. 26,1825 ---. .,. almost two centuries . after Maryland was founded as a haven of religious liberty and beacon of toleration, and six long years since kennedy had begun his campaign -the . General Assembly ofMaryland grudgingly granted Jews their basic civil liberties. It was the last day of that year's legislative session..
Kennedy's quest"to relieve persons from political disqualifications on account of their religious opin ions" had finally come to fruition -'-even ifhis elQquent plea for unanimity had fallen on deaf ears, 
Turning Tide ·
The controversy continued over "Kennedy's Jew Baby;' as the bill had come to be called.
Opponents argued that KeIinedy's proposal would . permit even atheists to hold public office, and as such was far too liberal. It was not limited to Wash ington County: in the general election of 1823, out of 40 members who had voted in favor of the bill, only 16 were returned to the next assembly Even while out ofoffice, Kennedy declared his intention to continue the fight:"Although exiled at home, I shall continue to battle for the measure, aye, until my last drop ofblood:' By 1824, public and press opinion had now moved in favor ofthe measure in Baltimore, where most of the state's Jewish population resided, and even if the House ofDelegates had voted to pass the bill by a bare majority, 26-25, with 29 legislators choosing to be absent.
When the 'Jew Bill" had at long iast succeeded, Hezekiah Niles informed readers ofhis Vfkekly Register about "the political liberation ofpersons held in servitude for CONSCIENCE SAKE, so a late disgraceful part ofour constitution is absolved. JEWS ARE FREE MEN."
The new law provided that" every citizen of this state professing the Jewish religion who shall be appointed to any office ofprofit or tl-ust shall, in ad dition to the required oaths, make and subscribe a declaration of his belief in a future state of rewards and punishments instead of the declaration now required by the government of the state." (This requirement was dropped in 1867.)
OnJan. 5,1826, an enabling statute was passed · (by a vote of 45-32) that effectively repealed the clauses in the state constitution requiring office holders to be Christians. In October of that year, . Solomon Etting and Jacob 1. Cohen were elected to the Baltimore City Council, the first Jews ever Thomas Kennedy's opponent on the' 'Christian ticket" was Benjamin Galloway, who attacked him as a "Judas Iscariot," "one half Jew and the other half not a Christian," and "an enemy ofChristianity."
the tide had begun to tum on the state level as well. Del.JohnVan Lear McMahon, in particular, joined the cause, delivering a powerful speech offive . hours' length in support of the bill. A year later, Kennedy ran for the House of Delegates again, this time as an independent, and was elected. His first order ofbusiness was to intro . duce another bill on behalfof the Jews. This time, , the result was different.
. On Saturday, Feb.26,1825 -almost two centuries after Maryland was founded as a haven ofreligious liberty and beacon of toleration, and six long years since Kennedy had begun his campaign -the General Assembly of Maryland grudgingly granted Jews their basic civil liberties. It was the last day of that year's legislative session.. Kennedy's gllest "to relieve persons from political disqualifications on account of their religious opin ions" had finally come to fruition ~even ifhis . eloquent plea for unanimity had fallen on deaf ears, .
voted into office in Maryland .
After passage ofthe 'Jew Baby;' Kennedy returned to Hagerstown, where he became postmaster and helped to establish the Hagerstown Mail, which he later edited.He served in the state Senate from 1826 to 1831.
. An epidemic ofAsiatic cholera claimed thelife .
ofThomas Kennedy, in October 1832. In 1915, a
. . century after he first championed the rights ofJews in Maryland, some citizens of Hagerstown erected a monument in his memory.
. In 1995, the speaker of the House ofDelegates announced the establishment ofan annual Thomas Kennedy Award, to recognize. legislators who have exhibited "personal courage and dedication to the principles ofliberty and freedom.."
A plaque in Sinai Hospital ofBaltimore quotes Kennedy as saying, " I pray to God I may die before I cease to be the friend ofcivil and ,religious lib~rty, and a supporter of the ri~ts of the people." 0
